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Self Evaluation
Context:

Fountains CE Primary School and Grewelthorpe CE Primary School are voluntary controlled schools serving the village of Grantley
and Grewelthorpe and outlying farms. We also take pupils from other local villages and a small minority from Ripon. The number
on roll is currently 94 in Fountains and 97(including Nursery) in Grewelthorpe. The Headteacher took up post in January 2019
following an interim Headteacher for 1 term in the Autumn 2018. This member of staff then took up the position of senior teacher
in charge at Fountains. Subject leader responsibilities have been developed across the Federation. Fountains School was awarded
a ‘Good’ judgement by Ofsted in December 2019.
At Fountains 98% are white British, 2% ethnically mixed. We have 8% of pupils with SEND which is lower than the National, we
have 4% of pupils in receipt of free school meals which is also lower than the National figure and 5 children eligible for PP funding.
At Grewelthorpe, we have 5% FSM, 9% SEND and 5% PP.
The schools have a caring family and Christian ethos. They are well supported by the local community and there is a strong
partnership between the school and the church. Within the context of active Christian belief and practice, we promote a sense of
personal responsibility and strongly encourage respect for others as well as developing a sense of spirituality within the individual.
Each week a visitor takes Collective Worship which is currently in video format, this includes members of the clergy but also friends
of the Church and Foundation Governors. The remaining Collective Worship is led by staff and children themselves. Collective
Worship is planned in conjunction with pupils, staff, Foundation Governors and members of the PCC and reflects the Anglican
traditions as well as global citizenship.

It is understandable that all involved and invested with
education are concerned children have not progressed as
they might have done without the two school closure
periods in 2020 and 2021.

Curriculum
Implementation

The notion that children must catch up by a set date or are
'behind' due to the pandemic reinforces the idea that
children have 'only one chance' at education and has the
potential to put them under even more pressure to perform
academically during specific moments in time (such as in
statutory assessments). After what has been a challenging
and unprecedented time for everyone care, thought, and a
measured proportional response must be applied to support
children to address the impact.

Curriculum Improvement
During the last 18 months we have been implementing our new school curriculum. We have built our curriculum on the key
principles identified by research findings from cognitive science that effectively supports pupils’ learning of knowledge and
skills. Our main focus has been establishing the systematic building of essential knowledge in each subject, including
foundation subjects.
This systematic approach has included:
• Planned sequenced units of work with agreed key knowledge priorities for each age group in each subject.
• Deliberate practice to develop fluency and deepen learning.
• Spaced recalls and revisits utilising a wide range of assessments including low stake quizzes to help pupils embed
knowledge in their long-term memory.
• Further developing our leaders, subject leaders and teachers monitoring and evaluative skills, during this year, by
introducing a monitoring template that will support the monitoring and evaluation of the curriculum.
• Templates will support leaders and teachers monitoring and evaluation of planning, lessons and assessment providing
evidence of the impact of the implementation of the curriculum on the quality of education.
During the autumn term supporting children’s return to school after the pandemic was the main priority. We will focus on
supporting pupils’ mental health through that will include personal development and well-being strategies that will foster
children’s confidence in living with the virus and addressing pupils’ learning loss from school closure.
Ensuring “catch up” in English and Maths has been the first priority in the autumn term. Our planned programmes of “catch
up” support will be based on our agreed approaches to systematically build knowledge and support pupils to remember
more essential knowledge and develop greater fluency in their work. We will return to embedding and deepening the
implementation of foundation subjects in the summer term 2021 ensuring a quality education for all pupils in all areas.

Background to recovering learning loss
The research about the impact on pupils’ learning loss as a result of the closure has informed our
strategic recovery curriculum.
MAIN RESEARCH FINDINGS:
• There is stalling or learning loss in reading and maths, but learning loss is greater in maths.
• Research into learning loss of disadvantaged pupils during the 6 weeks summer break showed a
decline in spelling and it was typically caught up in 7 weeks (Shinwell et al 2017).
• Pupils in KS2 make the most progress in learning maths, reading and writing during the summer
term and least during the autumn term (DFE 2011).
• There is contradictory research evidence on the impact of closure on learning loss in relation to
different subjects and age groups. However, main findings show the summer holidays have an
impact on most pupils’ learning progress. Pupils’ from disadvantaged backgrounds are particularly
affected. Although learning loss for different subjects has mixed results there does seem to be less
loss in reading because it is easier for pupils to practice at home. There also seems to be greater
learning loss for younger children.

Remote Learning
Please see our Remote Learning Plan, Policy and Catch-Up Strategy which is saved on the school
website:
https://www.grantleyfountains.co.uk/MAP.aspx?pid=Learning_en-GB&aid=nn_318697695_259761068
https://www.grewelthorpeschool.co.uk/MAP.aspx?pid=Learning_enGB&aid=nn_318698302_259760947
Parent Survey Results:
Has the school provided daily remote learning for all children?
Has there been enough work set for 3-4 hours of work per day?
Has the teacher provided a Teams call daily for all children?
Has the school set work in a range of curriculum subjects?
Do you feel that the school has addressed any issues/concerns raised?
Have the daily Teams calls provided support for the children’s well-being as
well as academic support?
How useful have the Sporting Influence newsletters been?

Has the school provided a daily act of collective worship?

Fountains

100%
96%
100%
100%
100%
100%
Somewhat
33%
Neutral
67%
100%

Grewelthor
pe

96%
88%
100%
92%
92%
88%

Somewhat
38%
Neutral
54%
Not useful
7%
88%

Returning to school
When children return to school our first priority is settling them into school, supporting their mental health and
establishing routines and learning behaviours for face to face learning. We know emotional security and stability
alongside the right attitude and behaviors are prerequisites to learning.
The key focus for us is to make sure children know and remember the important knowledge from this year’s curriculum
by the end of the school year. We will help our children build this knowledge systematically through carefully planned
sequences. We will avoid overloading children’s learning, or rushing too quickly through the curriculum. We will retain a
broad and balanced approach that provides a positive learning experience helping our children to ‘Believe, Learn and
Flourish’. Focusing on the most important priority knowledge needed in each subject for each age group by the end of
the school year is our key action.
Assessing knowledge retention from learning in the autumn term and from the most recent remote learning period all
subjects through low stakes quizzes will inform planning for the remainder of the year.
A small number of children will benefit from more personalised and or specialist help and support during and beyond
this academic year. Appropriate adults in school will work closely with children and families to make, monitor and
evaluate this provision.

Wk Beginning

Pastoral focus/Behaviours for
learning

Academic Focus

8th March

Welcome and settle.
Routines and rhythm of each daily including COVID
protocols.
Behaviour for learning expectations – Federation
agreement. Staff behaviour checklist.

Phonics (EY/KS1) –Revisit and Recap week of expected journey from last 8
weeks while also starting individual assessments (Yr1 to do phonics sounds
assessments of all phase 3 & 5 sounds plus phonics screening from 2018). Look
at individual programmes for those not kept up during 8 weeks remote
learning
English Read /Write KS1 and LKS2 listen to all readers. Update phonics
tracker. Daily short burst writing revisiting and recapping key knowledge from 8
week lockdown. Reading continue with themes covered remotely. Ensure tasks
allow sufficient evidence to support teacher assessment for end of term. Build
writing stamina focusing on fluency and accuracy of transcription – think, say,
write, read.
Maths – Recall and revisiting of maths learning from the 8 week remote
learning period. If needing to prioritise do so on basis of 6 Ready to progress
strands of number and place value, number facts, calculation, fractions,
geometry. If time allows recall and revisit any new year group knowledge
taught at end of autumn that has not been revisited in the 8 week remote
learning period.

15th March

Ongoing reinforcement of behaviour for learning
expectations. Individual support for any children with
specific anxieties, concerns.
Immediate follow up on non-attendance.

Hodder Assessments
Yr1/2 likely to need ,multiple sessions due t delivering
assessments I small groups. KS2 likely to just need 1 session per
assessment and therefore likely to have time to continue with
assessment as in weeks above.
Staff identified to mark and input PIRA and PUMA scores to allow
for question level analysis and intervention sequence identification

22nd March

Ongoing reinforcement of behaviour for learning
expectations. Individual support for any children with
specific anxieties, concerns.
Immediate follow up on non-attendance.

Foundation Subject quizzes from Autumn, Spring term to assess
gaps in key knowledge priorities.

Fountains

Grewelthorpe

Key Knowledge Priorities for Summer Term….

